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. NATIONAL SEGURITY G‘OUNC-IL'

SECRET/SENSITIVE -~ f' o -  December 10, 1971

° MEMORANDUM FOR:  DR. KISSINGER

FROM: HAROLD H. SAUNDERS’\X Q\\ﬁx
S T ST SRR “‘ARNOLD NACHMANOFF {W)\
. SUBJECT: = .. ... . ,‘F_rench,bﬁrages for lsrael '
,At Tab B is 4 | message from Ambassador Shelton in Managua 25X1 :

. stating that President Somoza had received a request from the Israeli
‘ government to act as middlemen in arranging the transfer of 50 Mirage
fighters from France to Israel. Somoza would like to expedite the transfer
" and he implies he is acting with the knowledge and approval of the French
government. He realmes that this is a delicate political issue and does _
" ‘not wish under any circumstances to complicate matters or Jeopardlze his
~ relationship with the uUs. He is willing to abide by whatever suggestions the
USmaYhave.‘p o ' ' S

As you know, the 50 Mirages have been held up in France ever since shortly
after the 1967 war. We have always felt that it would be in the US interest to
. see them transferred to Israel because that would enhance Israel's aircraft
- inventory, While it might lessen somewhat the pressure on the US, the
| _gentral pointis that this would simply be a further way of assuring Israel's
" air strength. . There seems to be no reason why the US should stand in the
~ way of this. '

' Since we are not quite sure exactly how the French government may be in-
‘volved, however, we think we should stand clear of any involvement in the

~ transaction itself. ~ You will recall what a storm the patrol boats raised when
they were spxmted from a European harbor to Isra.el. ' :

S 'I’hus t:he a.ppraprzate response to Ambassador Sheltori would seem to be ‘
" simply to be to let Somoza know that (a) he would have to make his own

| judgments on his nwn mvolvement but (b) th].S would not comphcate anythmg
"_“".‘thatwe are doing | L I -

S | - Recommendatmn‘ 'I'hat you approve the r;eépdnse to Ambasszad25_x1“‘ -
' .":"Shelton at: Tab A, : ' S - :
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FROM:  THE WHITE HOUSE
- :rc_):ﬁj-_fj: e [Amembassy MANAGUA

FOR-- o T ‘AMBASSADOR SHELTON -~ EYES ONLY

. 'FROM T HENRY A. KISSXNGER %\\

In response t‘o‘yoﬁr“ message about the transfer of fighter

'airgraft from France to Israel, yc_)'u should let President Sompzé know

tMt ax'x.'y" judgments réga.rding his invciiireﬁwnt in this transfer are his

\ .

) .to make but that such a transfer would not repeat not comphca.te
anythlng that the US is d01ng He should also know however that the
- Israehs kn_ow nothm_g_ of th:ts proposa.l and. have assured me in confldential.‘

o c'hann‘él‘s‘ tha_.t-‘_‘they“do not givé any ,c‘rédence ‘Whats.oéver to it.

‘Warm regards,

L.
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" | DECEMBER THAT HE HAS RECEIVED REGUEST FROM THE ISREALI GOVERHMER
" TO ACT AS MIDDLEMAN IN ARRANGING TRANHSFER FIFTY WMIRAGE FIGHTER AIRe-

- PRESIRERT QOMO7A OF ﬂICnPﬁ Uh CON"IDED TD ME LATE EVFIIFG R “‘1
NT

" CRAFT FROM FRANCE TO ISREAL. HE INDICATED THAT THE FR E#CH GOVERINE
' WAS AGREEABLE AS LOHG AS THEY BOT PUBLICLY I‘JDvaog IT IS HOT
CLEAR VHO PRECISELY INITIATED THE BEGOTIATIOUS EUT SOMOZA, WHO

. NS DEE® VORKIHG OW THIS ITEA FOR AT LEAST SIX MONIHS, STATES.

THAT HE IS INTERESTED PRIMARILY IN EXPEDITING THH TRA PS*FP OF

. THE AIRCRAFT BETWEER THE T¥O COUNRIES AMND-IN HIS NEGOTIATICHS

OR Y his Dlidin Gl N el vrnd i Al Rk de ity YU nul 4 .t.uu.L\:.i.uuu..“J

C CINVOLVED THAT HE WOULD. PARTICIPATE OFLY WITH THE YHOWL EDGE AND

APPROVAL Dﬁ‘iHh FREGCH GOVERIMERT WHICH HE INMPLIES HAS #{IOW BEEN

4 OBTAINED.. -TMIS TOPIC HAS BZEN DORWALT FOR SEVERAL MCUTHS BUT

‘;‘ POUg WITH ISREALI PREMIER. GOLDN MEIR VISITING WASHILGTON FOR WHAT

-~ FRESS REPORTS £RE CALLI{HG "AIRCRAFT DISCUSSIONS" PRESIDENT SCOZA

‘*‘uzsu:s TO FDVISE THE UNITED STATES GOVERIMENT OF HIS ACTIONS AN

REQUESTS GUIDANCE Oif HOW HE SHOULD PROCEED.  SCMOZA REALIZES HE

. 7IS IRVOLVED IM A DELYCATE POLITICAL ISSUE AUD DOES HOT WISH

. UNDER ANY CIRCUISTAHCES TO DO AH{IHI{G WHICH WCDLD COUPLICAT

: 'HATTERS OR JEOPARDIZE THE EXISI IiG FRIENDLY RELATIOHSHIP HE

5102 o

. ERJOYS VITH TRE UBITED SDATES. HE STATES Mi 1S WILLING TO nsibE ,
- BY WHATEVER SUGEESTIONS THE UNITED STATES GOVERGIENT MAY HAVE IN
. THIS WAT TER, PLEASE ADVISE. ~ I
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